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Josiah Celebrates the Passover

1 Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the

passover on the fourteenth day of the first month.

2 And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the

house of the LORD,

3 And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were holy unto the LORD,

Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did

build; it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God,

and his people Israel,

4 And  prepare  yourselves  by  the  houses  of  your  fathers,  after  your  courses,

according to the writing of  David king of Israel,  and according to the writing of

Solomon his son.

5 And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the families of the fathers

of your brethren the people, and after the division of the families of the Levites.

6 So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that they

may do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

7 And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all for the passover

offerings,  for  all  that  were present,  to the number of  thirty thousand,  and three

thousand bullocks: these were of the king's substance.

8 And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the priests, and to the Levites:

Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave unto the priests

for  the passover offerings two thousand and six  hundred small  cattle,  and three

hundred oxen.
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9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his brethren, and Hashabiah and

Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave unto the Levites for passover offerings

five thousand small cattle, and five hundred oxen.

10 So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the Levites

in their courses, according to the king's commandment.

11 And they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled the blood from their hands,

and the Levites flayed them.

12 And they removed the burnt  offerings,  that  they might  give according to  the

divisions of the families of the people, to offer unto the LORD, as it is written in the

book of Moses. And so did they with the oxen.

13 And they roasted the passover with fire according to the ordinance: but the other

holy  offerings  sod they  in  pots,  and in  caldrons,  and in  pans,  and divided them

speedily among all the people.

14 And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for the priests: because the

priests the sons of Aaron were busied in offering of burnt offerings and the fat until

night; therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the priests the sons of

Aaron.

15 And  the  singers  the  sons  of  Asaph  were  in  their  place,  according  to  the

commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and

the porters waited at every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their

brethren the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the passover,

and  to  offer  burnt  offerings  upon  the  altar  of  the  LORD,  according  to  the

commandment of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Israel that were present kept the passover at that time, and

the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the

prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and

the priests,  and the Levites, and all  Judah and Israel that were present,  and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem.
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19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept.

The Death of Josiah

20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up

to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have I to do with thee, thou king of

Judah? I come not against thee this day, but against the house wherewith I have war:

for God commanded me to make haste: forbear thee from meddling with God, who is

with me, that he destroy thee not.

22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that

he might fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth

of God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23 And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his servants, Have me

away; for I am sore wounded.

24 His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and put him in the second

chariot that he had; and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried

in one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for

Josiah.

25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women

spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in

Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, according to that which was

written in the law of the LORD,

27 And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of

Israel and Judah.
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HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Altar — ֵַּח� מִזבְ (Mizbeach)

Altar, place of sacrifice

The Hebrew mizbeach (ֵַּח� means altar—from (מִזבְ
the root 'to slaughter.' Altars were places where
sacrifices were offered to God, pointing forward
to Christ's ultimate sacrifice.

God — אֱלֹהִים (Elohim)

God (plural of majesty)

The Hebrew Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) is a plural form
denoting majesty and fullness of deity. Though
grammatically plural, it takes singular verbs
when referring to the one true God, suggesting
the Trinity's plurality within unity.

Holy — ׁקָדוֹש (Qadosh)

Holy, set apart

The Hebrew qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means holy or set
apart—separated from common use for God's
purposes. God is 'the Holy One of Israel,' utterly
distinct from creation in moral perfection.

Lamb — ֶׂבֶש� שֶׂה / כ (Seh / Kebes)

Lamb, young sheep

The Hebrew seh (שֶׂה) denotes a lamb—central to
Israel's sacrificial system. The Passover lamb's
blood protected Israel from judgment (Exodus
12), and Isaiah prophesied the Servant would be
'brought as a lamb to the slaughter' (Isaiah 53:7).

Law — ָת�וֹרה (Torah)

Law, instruction

The Hebrew Torah (ָת�וֹרה) means law or
instruction—God's revealed will for His people.
The Law includes moral, civil, and ceremonial
commandments, revealing God's character and
humanity's need for a Savior.

Lord — ָיהְוהָ / אֲדֹני (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (ָיהְוה),
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai (ָאֲדֹני),
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Priest — ֹהֵּן� כ (Kohen)

Priest

The Hebrew kohen (ֹהֵּן� denotes a priest—one (כ
who mediates between God and people through
sacrifices and intercession. Aaron and his
descendants served as Israel's priests,
foreshadowing Christ the Great High Priest.

Prophet — נבָיִא (Navi)

Prophet, spokesman

The Hebrew navi (נבָיִא) means prophet—one who
speaks God's word to the people. Prophets
received divine revelation and declared God's
message, often calling Israel to repentance and
foretelling future events.

Sanctify — ׁקָדַש (Qadash)

To set apart, make holy

The Hebrew qadash (ׁקָדַש) means to set apart or
consecrate—separating something for God's
sacred purposes. God sanctified the seventh day
(Genesis 2:3) and calls His people to 'be holy; for
I am holy' (Leviticus 11:44).

Word — ָָבר� ד (Davar)

Word, thing, matter

The Hebrew davar (ָָבר� means word, thing, or (ד
matter—God's creative and authoritative speech.
'By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made' (Psalm 33:6).
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CROSS REFERENCES

2 Chronicles 35:1 Parallel theme: Exodus 12:6; Numbers 9:3; Ezra 6:19 

2 Chronicles 35:2 References Lord: 2 Chronicles 31:2 

2 Chronicles 35:3 Parallel theme: 1 Chronicles 23:26. References Israel: Deuteronomy

33:10. References Lord: Malachi 2:7; 2 Corinthians 4:5. Kingdom: 2 Chronicles 30:22. Holy: 2

Chronicles 5:7 

2 Chronicles 35:4 References David: 2 Chronicles 8:14 

2 Chronicles 35:5 Parallel theme: Psalms 134:1 

2 Chronicles 35:6

References Lord: 2 Chronicles 29:5. Word: 2 Chronicles 29:15. Parallel theme: Genesis 35:2;

Exodus 12:6; Job 1:5; Psalms 51:7; Joel 2:16 

2 Chronicles 35:7 Kingdom: 2 Chronicles 30:24; 1 Kings 8:63 

2 Chronicles 35:10 Word: 2 Chronicles 30:16. Parallel theme: Ezra 6:18 

2 Chronicles 35:11 Parallel theme: 2 Chronicles 29:34 

2 Chronicles 35:13 Parallel theme: Leviticus 6:28; Deuteronomy 16:7 

2 Chronicles 35:18 References Israel: 2 Chronicles 30:5 

2 Chronicles 35:20 Parallel theme: Isaiah 10:9 

2 Chronicles 35:21 Parallel theme: 2 Chronicles 25:19; 2 Kings 18:25 

2 Chronicles 35:22 Parallel theme: 2 Chronicles 18:29; Judges 5:19; 1 Kings 22:30. 

References God: 2 Chronicles 35:21 

2 Chronicles 35:23 Kingdom: 1 Kings 22:34 

2 Chronicles 35:24 References Jerusalem: Zechariah 12:11 

2 Chronicles 35:25 Parallel theme: Job 3:8; Jeremiah 22:10; Lamentations 4:20; Matthew

9:23 
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